BC PROVINCIAL CUTS

INFORMATION ACCURATE AS OF APRIL 10, 2002

ANTICIPATED IMPACT
ON WOMEN WHO
EXPERIENCE VIOLENCE'

Cuts to Child Care*

cuts to before and after school
care

-cuts to services for children with
disabilities

-child care resource/ referral
centres are being closed

-lower subsidy threshold

-lower subsidy

Less able to find safe child care
and therefore to work
/

v

Less access to training,

less able to find work

b E—
transportation and clothing and thus /

v

Decreased access to fewer resources

Cuts to schools

v

Fewer financial resources

Cuts to minimum wage

More poverty

Cuts to Social Assistance*

-single parents to work when child
turns 3

-cut bridging employability programs
-459 human resources staff cut

-36 human resource offices closed
-cuts to welfare rates, years of benefit
and exemptions

-youth > age 19 to be independent
from parents for 2 years prior to
qualifying for assistance

-applicants must look for work before
eligible for assistance

v

Cuts to Housing

-end of provincial funding for
affordable housing

-no new social housing

Less able to leave abusive situations
and more exposure to abusive
relationships

v

Less able to remain independent of

Cuts to Health/Mental Health*

AN

abusive partners/family

v

Cuts to Counselling
-50% cut to court ordered
treatment for abusive men

System*

-decreased police training
-link between firearms and
protection order registry
unclear

Cuts to Criminal Justice >

Cuts to Legal Aid*

-decreased legal aid for family law
(e.g. custody and access, supervised
visitation) and poverty law.

-cut Family Advocate program
-replacing legal representation with
mediation (inappropriate in cases of
violence)

-cuts to all human rights legal aid

More exposure of self and children to

> abusive partners or other assailants

Cuts to Women's Centres*

I

Less access to justice
Fewer cases reported and prosecuted
Less able to protect self and children from
abusive partners and other assailants

I

Cuts to Criminal and Family
Courts*

- Crown Victim's Witness Services
-15 Crown counsel laid off

-24 court houses closed

-5 probation offices closed

More
Homelessness
Violence
Deaths of women and entire families

' For the purposes of this publication, women who have experienced violence include women abused by intimate partners
and women who are sexually assaulted by known or unknown assailants.

*Further information in expanded fact sheets available, including additional fact sheets on the Impact of the cuts on seniors

and on human rights.
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